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Presenters
Helen Blackburn, Mayor
Bundaberg Regional Council
Mayor Helen Blackburn was born and raised in Bundaberg. She left to 
join the Army, spending four years as a soldier, before returning with 
her young family. Helen’s academic credentials include Diplomas in 
Counselling, Psychotherapy and later Business Administration, Project 
Management, and a Company Directors certification. She worked for 
Telstra and OptiComm in Business Relations, Urban Development, 
as State Sales manager and as National Marketing Manager, before 
leaving to start her own award-winning business in town, Vanish Ink. 
Helen served as the Councillor for Division 4 between 2016 and 2020  
and most recently worked as the Development Director at South  
Beach Elliott Heads.

Alena Tracey, Executive Director Sustainability 
Games Venue and Legacy Delivery Authority
Alena Tracey is Executive Director – Sustainability within the Games 
Venue and Legacy Delivery Authority (GVLDA). In this role, she leads the 
Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games Sustainability Program 
Office, which is focused on delivering a more sustainable and low-
carbon Games.

Alena works to ensure that robust sustainability objectives are 
fully integrated throughout the planning and delivery stages of 
all Games activities, and is building a Sustainability Program that 
provides governance, technical capability, advice and support to all 
Games programs and partners. While delivering on the multitude of 
sustainability commitments, Alena is also passionate about the long-
term legacy opportunities the Games presents for sustainable supply 
chain capability and innovation, and further embedding sustainable 
practices and behaviours in our communities and businesses.

Celia Luck, Senior Policy Officer,  
Office of Circular Economy, Department  
of Environment and Science
Queensland Government
Celia Luck has experience in both the private and public environmental 
space, with a background in Environmental Science, and currently 
works for the Queensland Government in the Office of Circular Economy. 
Celia has been working towards implementing priority waste action 
plans under Queensland’s Waste Management and Resource Recovery 
Strategy by delivering work on the Queensland Plastic Pollution 
Reduction Plan and the Queensland Organics Strategy and Action Plan.
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Mark Stone, Executive Director  
Hydrogen and Future Fuels, Department  
of Energy and Climate
Queensland Government
Mark Stone is the Executive Director for Hydrogen and Future Fuels, 
within the Queensland Department of Energy and Climate. An engineer 
by training, Mark joined the department having spent 30 years in private 
and public sector roles, spanning international petroleum development 
and the regulation of safety and health in high-hazard industry. In his 
current role, he’s responsible for progressing the hydrogen and future 
fuels components of government’s policy under the Queensland Energy 
and Jobs Plan. This involves stakeholder engagement and consultation, 
policy development and the administration of related state government 
programs.

Jennifer Yarnold, Research and Policy 
Manager, Queensland Decarbonisation Hub
The University of Queensland
Jennifer Yarnold is a Senior Research Fellow at The University of 
Queensland’s Centre for Policy Futures and is co-lead of the Queensland 
Decarbonisation Hub - a partnership between Queensland’s leading 
universities and Queensland Government (decarb-hub.org). Jennifer’s 
research focuses on decarbonisation, and the circular bioeconomy, 
looking at the intersection of the policy, technology and social 
dimensions in creating more sustainable systems.

Professor Ian O’Hara, Deputy Dean, Faculty 
of Engineering – ARC Centre of Excellence in 
Synthetic Biology
Queensland University of Technology
Ian O’Hara is Deputy Dean of the Faculty of Engineering at QUT. Ian is 
widely recognised as a leading expert in policies, technologies and 
systems for developing the bioeconomy and producing bio-based 
products including biofuels, bioenergy and biomaterials. In addition 
to his academic role, Ian also represents the Queensland Government 
as the Biofutures Industry Envoy and acts as an ambassador for 
Queensland’s Biofutures industry and industrial biotechnology sector. 
As the Envoy, Ian provides strategic advice to government and assists in 
securing domestic and international investment to grow the Biofutures 
sector.
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Dr Ian Levett, ARC Centre for Bioplastics  
and Biocomposites
The University of Queensland
Dr Ian Levett is a postdoctoral research fellow at the University of 
Queensland (UQ) within the ARC Training Centre for Biodegradable 
Plastics and Biocomposites. He is a chemical and biological engineer 
with experience in the design and technoeconomic evaluations of 
PHA manufacturing. Ian completed his PhD at UQ in the development 
of PHA-based controlled-release agrichemical granules for improved 
nitrogen use efficiency and continues this work developing ultra-thin 
biodegradable polymer coated fertilisers for sustained nutrient delivery. 
In addition, Ian has two years of experience in working for Prudentia 
Process Consulting, mostly supporting AlphaHPA’s pilot program refining 
alumina-based products.

Ash Salardini, Chief Executive Officer
Australian Sugar Milling Council
Ash Salardini is the CEO of the Australian Sugar Milling Council, the 
representative organisation for sugar manufacturers in Australia. Ash 
has 20 years of experience working in the policy and advocacy space 
including in social policy for the NSW Department of Premier and 
Cabinet, Chief Economist at the Australasian Railway Association and 
National Farmers’ Federation, and the Head of Public Policy ANZ for 
Rabobank. 

Professor Susanne Schmidt,  
School of Agriculture and Sustainability
The University of Queensland
Susanne Schmidt leads a vibrant team researching natural ecosystems 
and agroecosystems focussed on plants, microbes and soil. This aims 
to advance the circular nutrient economy, the restoration of degraded 
soils and landscapes, and the sustainable use of Australia’s flora in a 
project that is led by Indigenous Australians.
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Luqman Atanda, Senior Project Consultant 
Sustainable Waste Management
SLR Consulting Australia
Luqman Atanda is a Chemical Process Engineer with more than 10 years 
of R&D experience developing and optimising alternative fuel solutions. 
He has extensive experience in developing and validating technologies 
for converting biomass and waste into advanced biofuels chemicals. 
He is proficient in conducting laboratory test works to demonstrate 
thermochemical conversion technologies (gasification, liquefaction, 
and pyrolysis), along with expertise in reactor design and catalyst 
development to improve conversions. He has expertise in optimising 
biorefining processes and designing innovative reactors for improved 
efficiency and yield. Some key project experience include process 
optimisation and pilot plant demonstration of the Mercurius Biorefining 
REACH technology for biojet fuels and biochemicals from sugarcane 
bagasse, concept design of hydrothermal liquefaction of sludge into 
biocrude for biodiesel applications, and feasibility studies and lab 
testing of catalytic pyrolysis of agricultural and plastic wastes into 
pyrolysis oil. 

Dr James Behrendorff, Chief Investigator 
ARC Centre of Excellence in Synthetic Biology
Queensland University of Technology 
James Behrendorff is a senior lecturer in microbial biotechnology at 
Queensland University of Technology, and is also a chief investigator 
in the Australian Research Council’s Centre of Excellence in Synthetic 
Biology. James leads a research group focused on using synthetic 
biology and precision fermentation to make valuable commodities 
from low value or waste resources, especially agricultural residues like 
sugarcane bagasse and trash.

Richard Gorman, Chief Executive Officer
Kalfresh
Richard Gorman is the Chief Executive Officer of Kalfresh, a leading 
vertically-integrated QLD vegetable farming business. Kalfresh 
grows crops in five Queensland regions and supplies large retail 
and wholesale customers in Australia and overseas. In 2017, Richard 
instigated Kalfresh’s plan to establish an integrated agricultural precinct 
at Kalfresh and generate renewable energy via anaerobic digestion, 
by transforming food waste and energy crops into green power and 
organic fertiliser. In May 2024 Kalfresh received the green light from 
the QLD Co-ordinator General for the precinct and bioenergy project 
to proceed. The Kalbar community will be the first in Queensland to be 
connected to baseload green energy 24/7 that’s generated from food 
waste and crops grown on local farms.
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Kim McDonnell, Chief Executive Officer
Thankful4Farmers
Kim McDonnell is an entrepreneur, social impact innovator, author and 
the Founder of Thankful for Farmers and tech start-up Saveful. From 
the farm gate to the dinner plate, Kim McDonnell is driven by a mission 
to future-proof our food system. Whether championing climate-smart 
agriculture, promoting soil health, advocating for farmers, or finding 
solutions to mitigate food waste throughout the supply chain, Kim is 
passionately dedicated to creating sustainable, scalable solutions 
to drive positive impact. Kim has spoken at the United Nations, was a 
member of the Professional Business Council Mount Sinai Adolescent 
Health Center, and was an Honorary Adviser to the NGO Committee on 
Sustainable Development New York, and has been featured in Forbes 
and numerous other local and global publications.

Fabiana Tessele, Director
Tessele
Fabiana Tessele brings over two decades of experience in water and 
wastewater treatment projects across multiple countries. Committed 
to water security and environmental protection, she advocates for a 
diverse, inclusive and well-planned approach to ensure safe water for 
all. With a Doctorate in Engineering specialising in resource recovery 
from wastewater and fluency in three languages, Fabiana has held 
leadership positions in contracting companies, environmental services 
companies and multinational engineering consultancy firms. Previously 
serving as a Director in a multinational consultancy firm and now 
operating her own consultancy business. Fabiana is actively involved 
in the water industry and implementing circular economy initiatives. 
Fabiana contributes as a Peer Reviewer for the Australian Water 
Association and as a judge on the AWA Awards panel. She also served 
as a Board Member of the Diversity and Inclusion Advisory Board at 
AECOM Australia.

Dr James Strong, Centre of Agriculture and 
the Bioeconomy
Queensland University of Technology
Dr James Strong is a researcher at the Queensland University of 
Technology with a background in chemistry, microbiology and 
biotechnology. He focusses on applied research to solve industry 
challenges. Dr Strong’s interests include applied mycology, 
nutraceuticals, new materials and food alternatives from ag-residues. 
He has cultured microbes such as fungi, yeast, bacteria, cyanobacteria 
and thraustochytrids to produce protein-enriched biomass, bioactive 
molecules, omega-fatty acids, methane, VFAs and ethanol. 
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Dr Majella Mumford, Head GHG Assessments 
and Senior Sustainabilty Analyst
Carbon Friendly
Dr Majella Mumford is a distinguished figure in the field of environmental 
science, specializing in greenhouse gas (GHG) assessments. With a PhD 
in Environmental Science under her belt, she serves as the Head of GHG 
Assessments and a Senior Analyst for Carbon Friendly. Her expertise 
lies in GHG emissions accounting and assessment for agricultural 
production systems and the food and fiber supply chain. Dr. Mumford 
has extensive experience in ISO14064-2, Verra, and Gold Standard 
registrations.

Dr Quan Nguyen, Head Scientific and Strategic 
Development
Carbon Friendly 
Dr Quan Nguyen is the Head of Scientific and Strategic Development at 
Carbon Friendly. He holds a PhD in Soil Fertility and Quality and an MSc. 
in Animal Science and Veterinary Medicine. Dr. Nguyen brings expert 
knowledge in GHG emissions, natural capital accounting, Scope 1 and 
3 mitigation strategies, carbon and nitrogen modelling, and life cycle 
assessment (LCA) of agricultural production systems. He is dedicated 
to advancing Net-Zero Science Based Targets (SBTi) and supply chain 
solutions.

Shané Steffen
Shané Steffen, has 20 years of experience working across various 
aspects of the agricultural sector and brings forward a wealth of 
knowledge to share encompassing various agricultural industries and 
bio-manufacturing. She shares a strong passion for driving effective 
change in our current business models and leading impactful projects 
that create lasting sustainable positive change for communities and 
the environment.

Carly Burnham, Director
Bonnie Doone
Carly Burnham is an organic beef producer west of Monto in the 
beautiful North Burnett region. With her husband Grant and their four 
children they own and operate ‘Bonnie Doone’, a 20 000 acre diversified 
beef grazing property. They carry on 6 generations of connection to 
the land and primary production in Queensland. The beef enterprise 
breeds, backgrounds and finishes Brangus Senepol cross cattle into 
domestic and international organic markets, along with a direct 
marketing enterprise to Central Queensland conscious consumers. 
Grant and Carly’s philosophy for life, their land and cattle business is to 
work with the rhythm of nature and give more than they receive. In 2023 
The Burnham Family were issued 94 666 Australian Carbon Credit Units 
following the measurement of soil carbon on their property. They are the 
largest holders of soil carbon in Australia. Carly strongly believes that 
regenerating our landscapes and the natural world is equally important 
as regenerating our communities. 
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Emily Grieve, Industry Development Officer
Australian Macadamia Society
Emily Grieve is the Australian Macadamia Society’s Industry 
Development Officer based in Bundaberg. Emily’s role is to deliver 
the levy funded project ‘MC20000-Macadamia Industry Innovation 
and Adoption’ which encompasses industry development, research 
and development coordination, resource oversight and industry 
engagement and representation. She is also undertaking Phase 2 of 
the Australian Tree Crop Map which involves the collection of orchard-
specific data.

Scott Gregson-Allcott, Director
Macadamia Farm Management
Scott Gregson-Allcott migrated to Australia in 1997 to pursue a career 
in agriculture. In 2001 he attained a Bachelor’s Degree in Crop Science 
from the University of Queensland and went on to manage a large 
vegetable seedling nursery in Bowen, North Queensland. After relocating 
to Bundaberg, he established a large macadamia nursery and became 
familiar with the macadamia industry, supplying grafted macadamia 
trees to major stakeholders within the industry. In 2010, Scott purchased 
Macadamia Farm Management business and currently owns and 
operates the business in Bundaberg. He is actively involved in research 
initiatives aimed at ensuring sustainable yields and quality, through 
continuous improvement in soil health. Scott is known for being a 
trendsetter and always investigating ground breaking ways to grow the 
industry.

Heather Millar, Chief Marketing Officer
Eneraque Renewables 
Heather Millar is an award winning marketing strategist who has 
been instrumental in developing and executing strategic initiatives to 
promote sustainable energy solutions, including biogas, in Australia 
and New Zealand. Heather’s expertise spans brand development, 
community engagement, and advocacy, making her a key figure 
in driving the adoption of renewable energy technologies. She has 
nearly two decades of experience in working with some of the world’s 
biggest brands and is currently the Chief Marketing Officer of Eneraque 
Renewables.
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Jim Snow, Executive Director
Oakley Greenwood 
Jim Snow is the Executive Director of expert consulting firm Oakley 
Greenwood and is an Adjunct Professor with UQ, a Graduate of the 
Mt Eliza Management College, a Fellow of the Institute of Chemical 
Engineers and a past Chair of the Australian Chemical Engineering 
College.

Jim has spent some 45 years in the energy sector working in all facets 
of the industry and has not only built assets in gas and electricity 
(transmission, distribution, power stations, LNG and CNG facilities) but 
is also recognised as an expert in regulatory economics and market 
design, gas markets, and regularly delivers public talks and workshops 
on industry issues. Jim has also advised large energy users on energy 
efficiency, energy supply issues and emissions reductions for some 30 
years, and now advises on ESG, net zero transition plans and is currently 
an Expert Witness in the largest greenwashing case in Australia.

Professor Mohammad Rasul, School of 
Engineering and Technology and Founder, 
Clean Energy Academy
Central Queensland University
Mohammad Rasul has obtained his PhD from The University of 
Queensland. Currently, he is a Professor of Mechanical Engineering 
at Central Queensland University (CQU). He has specialised in Clean 
Energy. His research includes conversion of waste-to-energy (pyrolysis, 
gasification), rational use of energy in process and energy industries, 
biofuel and biodiesel and engine testing, low energy and near-zero 
building, renewable hydrogen and carbon capture and storage from 
mixed waste (plastics, tires, etc). He has secured approximately 
$7million in research grants and supervised 27 PhD and 13 Master of 
Research students. He is the founder of the Clean Energy Academy and 
currently a leader of the Fuel and Energy Research group at CQU. He is 
an editor of Australian Journal of Mechanical Engineering and within the 
editorial board of many journals.

Jarrod Irving, General Manager, Renewable 
Gas and Fuels 
LMS Energy 
Jarrod Irving is the General Manager of Renewable Gas and Fuels at LMS 
Energy/Helmont. With over 12 years of experience in the energy sector, 
Jarrod specialises in project development, industry collaboration, and 
policy advocacy, focusing on renewable gases. He has led the delivery 
of Australia’s first operational green hydrogen hub and pioneered 
the feasibility and design of the country’s first biogas-to-biomethane 
facility. Jarrod is dedicated to advancing biomethane and renewable 
fuel projects across Australia, supporting the transition to a low-carbon 
future.
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The Hon Bernie Ripoll, Executive Chairman
Utilitas Group Pty Ltd 
Bernie Ripoll is a dedicated business development entrepreneur with a 
social and community focus. He is renowned for his influential role in the 
financial services sector. His experience and leadership are shaped by 
service as a federal member of parliament from 1998 until his retirement 
in 2016.

During his tenure in Parliament and government, Bernie served as 
the Parliamentary Secretary (Assistant Minister) to the Treasurer, 
overseeing key portfolios including Corporations and Financial Services, 
the Australian Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC), the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), and other agencies within the 
Treasury field. 

Following his parliamentary career, Bernie transitioned to the private 
sector, where he continues to make significant contributions. Bernie has 
led many organisations including his own firm driving initiatives that 
foster ethical investment and sustainable development. Bernie is on 
the boards of Allianz Australia Life (retirement income, Sydney-based 
energy derivatives market operator Australia Exchange Group, the Self-
Managed Super Funds Association, digital advice fintech Otivo, and his 
passion of more than a decade with bio-refining and decarbonisation 
business Utilitas Group. 

Bernie has also dedicated his service to not-for-profit boards such as 
Inala Primary Care and Crohn’s and Colitis Australia and is currently 
chair a new charity platform in sustainable giving and philanthropy. 
Bernie firmly believes in supporting people and organisations that 
create value and continually striving to drive positive change through 
his leadership roles.

Dr Peter Wylie
Agripath
Dr Peter Wylie was the senior author of the Technical and Economic 
Appraisal of Pongamia published in 2023. In 2010 he was employed by 
Origin energy to help develop and plant 260 ha of Pongamia north of 
Roma to provide an answer to the productive use of treated coal seam 
gas water. Dr Wylie has spent much of his 45 year career involved in 
benchmarking the profitability of farms and helping farmers to improve 
profitability.

Dr Simon Tannock, Director
AlgaEnviro
Dr Simon Tannock is a co-founder and Director of AlgaEnviro. With 
a Master’s degree in Biotechnology of diatom algae cultivation and 
a PhD in wastewater treatment Simon is well versed in algae and 
wastewater processes. Originally from New Zealand, Simon has lived 
in Queensland for nearly 20 years and now calls Bundaberg home. 
AlgaEnviro manufacture several products that work together to change 
water quality from poor to very high. The technology reduces nutrient 
levels and increases biodiversity within the water and the surrounding 
environment.
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Malcolm Prowse, Chair
NetZero BioConsortium
Malcolm Prowse has had a distinguished career promoting community 
based sustainable development through all levels of Government, 
the legal system and industry. He has now accepted the challenge 
of helping establish a strong and focussed algaculture industry in 
Bundaberg, Queensland and Australia with world’s best practice 
brought about through partnerships and team efforts.

Andrea Pohlson, General Manager Stakeholder 
Engagement and Communication
Licella
Andrea has 15 years of leadership experience in low carbon technology, 
sustainability and the pharmaceutical industry. Joining Licella in 
2015, she has also worked for battery innovator Gelion Technologies 
and recycler iQ Renew. As a recognised thought leader, she brings 
expertise in driving sustainability initiatives and advancing industry 
transformation issues. Andrea was recently named as a finalist in the 
2024 Women in Packaging Awards.

Dr Cathryn O’Sullivan,  
Senior Research Scientist
CSIRO Agriculture and Food and Towards Net  
Zero Mission
Dr Cathryn O’Sullivan is a senior research scientist in the Sustainability 
Program within CSIRO Agriculture and Food. Her work focusses on the 
nexus between food security, bioenergy and circular economy. She 
contributes to the Toward Net Zero Mission, exploring feedstocks for 
Low Carbon Liquid Fuels and the role of the agriculture sector in the Net 
Zero Transition. She collaborates broadly to explore sustainable farming 
options for the grains, livestock, aquaculture and waste management 
industries.

Professor Delwar Akbar, Director, Centre 
for Regional Economies and Supply Chain 
(CRESC), School of Business and Law
Central Queensland University 
Professor Delwar Akbar is a regional economist and a leader in regional 
supply and value chain research in Australia. He has been working 
with agriculture and rural industries and businesses to improve their 
productivity and sustainability. Since 2005, he has been successful 
in gaining over 80 research and consultancy projects and have 
obtained over $15 million research income either as a Chief/Associate 
Investigator and/or Project Leader. Recently, he has been developing 
and testing collaborative business models that could bolster rural 
economic dynamics and international trade. Over his academic career, 
he has published over 150 refereed papers, book chapters and  
project reports.
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Agenda
Day one: Tuesday 3 September 2024

Unlocking potential: exploring opportunities in the bioeconomy

Registration – 8 am

Welcome to Country – 8.30 am

Official opening – Mayoral address

Delivering a sustainable 2032 Olympic Games and strengthening our future 
Alena Tracey, Executive Director – Sustainability 
Games Venue and Legacy Delivery Authority

Overview of state position on circular economy
Celia Luck, Senior Policy Officer – Office of Circular Economy, Department of Environment, Science  
and Innovation 
Queensland Government

Future fuels in Queensland
Mark Stone, Executive Director – Hydrogen and Future Fuels, Department of Energy and Public Works 
Queensland Government

Net Zero Queensland: Policy and the state of play
Jennifer Yarnold, Research and Policy Manager 
Queensland Decarbonisation Hub

Catalysts for growth: Government strategies to boost Bundaberg’s bioeconomy
Panel session and Q&A

Refreshments – 10.30 am

Unveiling the bioeconomy: research and projects shaping the industry

Progressing opportunities for Queensland in the bioeconomy
Professor Ian O’Hara, Deputy Dean, Faculty of Engineering – ARC Centre of Excellence in Synthetic Biology 
Queensland University of Technology

Advancing sustainable plastics: techno-economic feasibility and pilot plant design 
using sugarcane sucrose
Dr Ian Levett, ARC Centre for Bioplastics and Biocomposites 
University of Queensland

Converting ambition into reality – the case for sugar in the bioeconomy
Ash Salardini, Chief Executive Office 
Australian Sugar Milling Council

Clean green sugarcane with carbon-capture fertilisers based on organic recyclates 
and next generation fertiliser
Professor Susanne Schmidt, School of Agriculture and Sustainability 
University of Queensland

Sustainable liquid fuels and bioeconomy opportunities for the Bundaberg Region
Luqman Atanda, Senior Project Consultant – Sustainable Waste Management 
SLR Consulting Australia

Synthetic biology and the biomanufacturing future
Dr James Behrendorff, Chief Investigator – ARC Centre of Excellence in Synthetic Biology 
Queensland University of Technology

Lunch – 12.40 pm
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Day two: Wednesday 4 September 2024

Innovating for future growth and sustainabilty in the Bundaberg bioeconomy

Registration – 8 am

Opening remarks – 8.30 am

Building a brand for biogas in Bundaberg
Heather Millar, Chief Marketing Officer 
Eneraque Renewables

The critical role for regional biogas supply in the Australian transition to a low  
emissions future
Jim Snow, Executive Director 
Oakley Greenwood

How agriculture can deliver Australia’s carbon neutral future fuel
Richard Gorman, Chief Executive Officer 
Kalfresh

Looking ahead – piloting a circular economy program to divert food waste from  
landfill to farms
Kim McDonnell, Chief Executive Officer 
Thankful4Farmers

Recovering bio-resources in Bundaberg for Environmental, Social and  
Economic Benefits
Fabiana Tessele, Director 
Tessele

Cultivating success: Challenges and opportunities for the Bundaberg bioeconomy
Panel session and Q&A

Refreshments – 2.45 pm

Mushrooms, mycelia and other microbial misadventures
Professor James Strong, Centre for Agriculture and the Bioeconomy 
Queensland University of Technology

Sowing seeds for the future: carbon sequestration and economic benefits
Dr Majella Mumford and Dr Quan Nguyen 
Carbon Friendly

Bridging the gap: lessons from Australia and abroad
Shané Steffen

Ecological economy – reducing emissions and improving nature and profits with  
beef cattle
Carly Baker-Burnham, Director 
Bonnie Doone 

Macadamia industry – sustainability and the Australian Tree Crop Map
Emily Grieve, Industry Development Officer 
Australian Macadamia Society

Project paradise – collaborative action in natural capital
Scott Allcott, Director 
Macadamia Farm Management

Final remarks, close of day one – 5 pm

Conference dinner at The Orchard Table, Macadamias Australia – 6.30 pm 
4625 Goodwood Road, Alloway

Bundaberg Bioeconomy Conference 2024       
 
       13 



Opportunities for solar assisted biogas generation from household waste
Professor Mohammed Rasul, School of Engineering and Technology and Founder,  
Clean Energy Academy 
Central Queensland University

Bioenergy in Queensland: Balancing renewable gas potential with practical challenges
Jarrod Irving, General Manager – Renewable Gas and Fuels 
LMS Energy

The Bundaberg Biohub – The Energy Transition Gap
The Hon Bernie Ripoll, Executive Chairman 
Utilitas Group

Fiona Waterhouse Memorial 
Driving growth: Industry insights on overcoming challenges and seizing opportunities  
in Bundaberg’s bioeconomy
Panel session and Q&A

Refreshments – 10.45 am

The Pongamia tree – a sustainable feedstock option for biofuel
Dr Peter Wylie 
Agripath

Exploring emissions abatement options in water supply 
Dr Simon Tannock 
AlgaEnviro

Rapid technology advancements and compelling opportunities for algae based  
low carbon liquid fuels
Malcolm Prowse, Chair 
NetZero BioConsortium

Sustainable aviation fuel and renewable diesel from sugar cane residues a new 
industry for Queensland 
Andrea Pohlson, General Manager 
Licella

Plant-based fuels: Agricultre’s role in keeping us moving in a net zero future
Dr Cathryn O’Sullivan, Senior Research Scientist 
CSIOR Agriculture and Food and Towards Net Zero Mission

Bundaberg bioregion: opportunities for Brisbane 2032 Olympics
Professor Delwar Akbar, Director 
Centre for Regional Economies and Supply Chain

Final speech – thank you and closing remarks – 1.10 pm

Lunch – 1.15 pm

Bundaberg Region site tours – see following page for site details

Coach departure from the Bundaberg Multiplex – 2 pm

Site tours finish – 5 pm
Coach returns to the Bundaberg Multiplex

More information about the  
Bundaberg Region and investment opportunities
investbundaberg.com.au

Chevron-Left

Agenda subject to change
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2.30 pm
Marquis Macadamias
170 Rosedale Road, Oakwood

3.15 pm
SSS Strawberries
11 Rosedale Road, Oakwood

4 pm
Gina’s Table
9 Charlie Triggs Crescent, Thabeban

5 pm
Return to the Bundaberg Multiplex Sport and Convention Centre 
Site tours complete
1 Civic Avenue, Bundaberg West

Notes

Site tours
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Notes

27 OCT - 5 NOV
milbifestival.com.au
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1300 883 699
bundaberg.qld.gov.au

https://www.bundaberg.qld.gov.au/

