
 

 

 

Municipality Details 

Council Name:   Wellington Shire Council  

Key Contact Name:   Madeline Watts  

Position:   Land & Natural Resources Coordinator   

Contact Details:   ph 1300 366 244 PO Box 506, Sale VIC 3860 

  

Regional Context of Noxious Weed and Pest Animal Management  

Wellington Shire is located in Central Gippsland in eastern Victoria and has an area of 10,924 square kilometres.  
It has an extremely diverse array of landforms including large areas of mountainous Crown Land in the north, 
heavily forested country in the Strzelecki Ranges, fertile flood plains with higher intensity irrigated agriculture 
through the central parts of the Shire, and generally lower intensity agriculture on the sandy plains stretching 
across the southern area.  The Shire also boasts highly valued coastal, lakes and wetlands ecosystems such as the 
western extent of the Gippsland Lakes, the 90 Mile Beach coastline, and the Nooramunga Marine and Coastal 
Park.  Each of these areas have their own set of environmental, social and economic values that need to be taken 
into consideration when planning for weed and pest control. 
 
Wellington Shire Council is responsible for the management of approximately 3,100km of local road network and 
is dedicated to managing pest infestations on Council managed land.  Since 2012/13, Council has implemented 
the strategic and targeted Roadside Weed and Rabbit Control Plan, successfully partnering with numerous key 
stakeholders including: 

- DPI/DEDJTR lead programs for Serrated Tussock, Rabbits, Prickly Pear, Flax-leaved Broom, Gorse 
- Landcare – Blackberries, Chilean Needle-grass, African Lovegrass 
- Red Gum Plains and Coastal Hinterland Invasive Weeds Group – African Lovegrass 
- Wellington Blackberry Taskforce – Blackberries 
- Parks Victoria – Blackberries, Thistles, Ox-eye Daisy, African Boxthorn 

 
This plan has been developed with the overall objective of consolidating and furthering the partnerships and on-
ground achievements of past control works, and also updated to include new initiatives and projects that have 
developed during the lead up to renewing the plan for the 2019/20 and 2020/21 seasons. 
 

Community Consultation 

The Wellington Shire Council Land and Natural Resources Coordinator stays in close touch with community concerns 
through regular contact with a wide variety of stakeholders in both formalised and impromptu meetings, including 
Landcare networks, several weed focused community groups, Greening Australia and Trust for Nature staff, Parks 
Victoria rangers, and Department of Economic Development Jobs Transport Resources officers. 
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Key stakeholders have been requested to provide input to the development of this plan by nominating priority weed 
species and locations for roadside weed control to complement and support their projects and initiatives.  Formal 
responses received are recorded in Council’s electronic correspondence register. 

 

Council’s Land Projects Officer also fields customer enquiries and requests for weed control.  Customer Requests 
provide an insight to the broader community’s views and opinions about what weeds are of concern in different 
locations across the Shire. 

 

Much of the information required to develop this plan had already been obtained over preceding years through 
engagement of key stakeholders and the community whilst implementing Council’s previous Roadside Weed and Pest 
Plan.  The objectives and priorities of the previous plan were broadly accepted, and more recent feedback from 
stakeholders has been used to update and refine this new plan to ensure relevance for the 2019/20 and 2020/21 
seasons. 

 

Stakeholder Consultation 

Key stakeholders who have been consulted in the development of this plan. 
 
▪ Department of Economic Development Jobs Transport & Resources – Regional Biosecurity Officers 
▪ Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation 
▪ Parks Victoria 
▪ Maffra and Districts Landcare Network 
▪ Yarram Yarram Landcare Network 
▪ Dargo Landcare Group 
▪ Wellington Blackberry Taskforce 
▪ Department of Environment Land Water & Planning 
▪ Trust for Nature 
▪ Greening Australia 
▪ VicRoads 
▪ HVP Plantations 
▪ Red Gum Plains and Coastal Hinterland Invasive Weeds Group 
▪ West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority 
▪ Latrobe City Council 
▪ East Gippsland Shire Council 

Relevant Local, Regional Policies and Strategies and submissions 

Policies, strategies and submissions relevant to this plan. 
 
State 

• Invasive Plants and Animal Policy Framework 

• Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 
 
Regional 

• West Gippsland CMA Invasive Plants and Animals Strategy 2010-2015 
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Local 

• Wellington 2030 - Strategic Vision 

• Wellington Shire Council – Council Plan 2017-2021 (Strategies 3.1.2, 3.1.3) 

• Wellington Shire Council – Environmental Sustainability Strategy (Section 3.5) 

• Wellington Shire Council – Environmental Sustainability Policy  
 

Objectives of the Plan 

Contribute to the Shire’s ongoing roadside weed and rabbit management program and complement past 
investments made by Wellington Shire Council enabled through State Government initiative funding.  Assist with 
preventing the spread and introduction of invasive plant and animal species across the Shire and the region as a 
whole. 
 
Consolidate and further develop the partnerships and on-ground achievements of control works associated with 
previous years Roadside Weed and Pest Plan investments. 
 
Wellington Shire Council’s overall roadside weed and rabbit management objective is the effective and proactive 
management of invasive species on Council managed roadsides across the Shire. Investment of funds will be 
aligned to: 
 
1. Treatment for the eradication of Regionally Prohibited Weed infestations. 
2. Treatment for the containment or reduction in area infestations of Regionally Controlled Weeds and rabbits – 

aligned to DEDJTR weed and rabbit compliance project area. 
3. Supporting community group investment in weed and pest control projects.  
4. Contributing to other previous investment in the control of Regionally Controlled and Regionally Prohibited 

Weeds and rabbits. 
5. Protect identified assets such as significant roadside vegetation under threat from weed invasion or other 

significant roadside infrastructure. 
6. Support weed and pest animal management programs being undertaken by land owners. 
7. Addressing other roadside declared noxious weed infestations of concern to the Shire’s community including 

Restricted Weeds declared under the Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 (CaLP Act).  For example, 
lower profile Regionally Controlled and Restricted weeds (including Chilean Needle-grass, Thistles, Broom, 
Bridal Creeper, Ox-eye Daisy, Paterson’s Curse, St John’s Wort, Greater Mullein) that are not part of any 
formal program or community driven control effort. 

 
Wellington Shire Council has also identified a potential need to address high threat environmental weeds for the 
protection of significant roadside vegetation.  Any works for control of environmental weeds (such as Radiata 
Pine, Blue Bell Creeper, Japanese Honeysuckle, Blue Perriwinkle, Briar Rose) will be funded exclusively through 
Wellington Shire Council’s co-contribution and will not impact on the effective delivery of State Government 
funded priorities. 
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Term of the Plan 

The plan will run for a two year period from 1 July 2019 (date of commencement) to 30 June 2021 

Funding 

Outline how council plans to fund the implementation of the plan. 

• RWPP Allocation - $69,252 per year 

• Council Contribution - $50,000 per year 

 

Refer to Table 2 for an indicative breakdown of weed species funded via the three investment streams based on 
RWPP priorities. 
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Table 1: Target Species 

Common Name Scientific Name CaLP classification 
PRIORITY RATING 

(1 highest – 4 lowest) 
Reasons for Management  

 

    -  

    -  

    -  

    -  

    -  

    -  

 
 

  
 

 

*** REFER TO SEPARATE TABLES PROVIDED AT REAR *** 
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Table 2: Control Measures and Target Roadsides (this table can be used as part of Council’s yearly or acquittal report to LGV) 

*** REFER TO SEPARATE TABLES PROVIDED AT REAR *** 

Common 
Name* 

Control Measures 
(to be based on accepted best practice 

management of the target species) 

Location of where 
works will be done 

(location of proposed 
works should be 

specified, and a map 
where possible should 
accompany the plan) 

 

Estimate of length of 
roadside to be treated 
annually over 2 years 

(Km = length of road along 
which both sides are 

treated. Where only one 
side is treated halve the 

figure) 

Approximate 
Annual Timing of 

Treatment 
 

Estimated Cost 

 -  -    
 

 -  -     

 -  -     

 -  -     

 -  -     
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Maps 

Maps 1 – 10:  Proposed locations of control works for all RWPP funded control works. 
 
*** MAPS PROVIDED AT REAR *** 

 

 

Statement of Responsibilities 

Council will: 

• Publish this approved plan (or approved variation to this plan if relevant) on its website within 
28 days of approval and ensure copies are available for public inspection at Council’s office/s. 

• Coordinate the implementation of this plan on Council managed roadsides in accordance with 
the investment principles stated in this plan and the control measures specified in Table 2.  

• Implement best practice weed hygiene principles and protocols. 

• Maintain accurate records sufficient to provide evidence that the plan has been carried out 
and provide these to Local Government Victoria on request. 

• Obtain approval from DEDJTR before substantially modifying or varying the plan. 

• Carefully consider any proposals from DEDJTR to modify or vary the plan in response to 
changed circumstances. 

• Provide a completion report to Local Government Victoria within 30 days from expiry of this 
plan outlining the outcomes of the control measures undertaken. 

 

DEDJTR Endorsement 

I declare that I am an authorised representative and that this plan has been reviewed and aligns with 
eligible activities. 

 
DEDJTR Regional Manager - Plants, 

Chemicals & Invasive Species 

Name: 
 
Date: 

 

 

 

Signature: 

  
 

Declaration 

I declare that I am an authorised representative and the information given on this form is complete 
and correct 

 
Key Contact Name:  
 
Date: 
 

 
 
 
Signature: 
 

Council CEO Name: Signature: 

Date:  
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Table 1: Target Species 

Outline the target species and reasoning for management. 
 

Common Name Scientific Name CaLP classification 

PRIORITY 
RATING 

(1 highest – 4 
lowest) 

Reasons for Management  
 

Flax-leaved Broom Genista linifolia 

Regionally Prohibited 
(EGCMA) 
Regionally Controlled 
(WGCMA) 

1 

 

(RWPP 
Guideline 

Priorities 1, 2) 

- Regionally Prohibited weed in the EGCMA region 
- To create a buffer zone around the boundary between 

WGCMA and EGCMA 
- To support DEDJTR compliance programs 

Prickly Pear 
Opuntia monocantha 
Opuntia stricta 

Regionally Prohibited 
(WGCMA) 
Restricted 
(EGCMA) 

1 

 

(RWPP 
Guideline 

Priorities 1, 2) 

- Regionally Prohibited weed in the WGCMA region (majority 
of Shire falls within WGCMA region) 

- To support DEDJTR compliance programs 

Serrated Tussock Nasella trichotoma 

Regionally Prohibited 
(EGCMA) 
Regionally Controlled 
(WGCMA) 

1 

 

(RWPP 
Guideline 

Priorities 1, 2) 

- Regionally Prohibited weed in the EGCMA region 
- To support DEDJTR compliance programs in the Avon River 

catchment area 

Gorse Ulex europaeus 

Regionally Prohibited 
(EGCMA) 
Regionally Controlled 
(WGCMA) 

1 

 

(RWPP 
Guideline 

Priorities 1, 2) 

- Regionally Prohibited weed in the EGCMA region 
- To create a buffer zone around the boundary between 

WGCMA and EGCMA 
- To support DEDJTR compliance programs 

Boneseed Chrysanthemoides monilifera 

Regionally Prohibited 
(EGCMA) 
Regionally Controlled 
(WGCMA) 

1 

 

- Regionally Prohibited weed in the EGCMA region 
- To create a buffer zone around the boundary between 

WGCMA and EGCMA 
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(RWPP 
Guideline 

Priorities 1) 

Blackberry Rubus fruticosus (agg.) 
Regionally Controlled 
(WGCMA & EGCMA) 

2 

 

(RWPP 
Guideline 

Priorities 3, 4, 5, 
6) 

- To support the Wellington Blackberry Taskforce (prioritised 
to lower reaches of Macalister River, Thomson River and 
supporting farmers of the Macalister Irrigation District) 

- To support the Yarram Yarram Landcare Networks JARR 
Project 

- To support projects focused on protecting Lake Wellington 
wetlands (incl Greening Australia, TfN, ParksVic initiatives) 

- Contributing to previous investment (Lake Wellington, MID, 
Dargo, Merrimans Creek) 

- Responding to Customer Requests to provide support where 
landholders are undertaking work on private land 

- Addressing other infestations of concern to the community, 
including along main arterial and tourist roads 

African Lovegrass Eragrostis curvula 
Regionally Controlled 
(WGCMA & EGCMA) 

2 

 

(RWPP 
Guideline 

Priorities 3, 4, 5, 
6) 

- In partnership with West Gippsland CMA Protecting Our 
Ponds project – as per funding agreement 

- To support the Red Gum Plains and Coastal Hinterland 
Invasive Weeds Group 

- To protect high value environmental assets 
- To minimise spread by roadside slashing 
- To contain satellite infestations, and new & emerging 

infestations as they are identified 
- To support landholders in core infestation areas 
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Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus 
Established Pest 
Animal 
(WGCMA & EGCMA) 

2 

 

 (RWPP 
Guideline 

Priorities 3, 4, 5, 
6) 

- To support Greening Australia Lake Wellington Wetlands 
project 

- Contributing to previous investment (Darriman/Giffard 
area) 

- Responding to Customer Requests to provide support where 
landholders are undertaking coordinated and collaborative 
work on private land 

African Boxthorn Lycium ferocissimum 
Regionally Controlled 
(WGCMA & EGCMA) 

2 

 

(RWPP 
Guideline 

Priorities 3, 4, 5, 
6) 

- To support Greening Australia Lake Wellington Wetlands 
project 

- To support Parks Victoria in protecting Lake Wellington 
wetlands including Sale Common. 

- Contributing to previous investment around Lake Wellington 
and Macalister Irrigation District 

- Responding to Customer Requests to provide support where 
landholders are undertaking coordinated and collaborative 
work on private land 

Thistles Various species 
Regionally Controlled 
(WGCMA & EGCMA) 

3 

 

(RWPP 
Guideline 

Priorities  4, 5) 

- To support work that Parks Victoria are doing to protect the 
High Plains 

- Contributing to previous investment (Dargo, Licola) 

Ox-eye Daisy Leucanthemum vulgare 

Regionally Controlled 
(WGCMA) 
Restricted 
(EGCMA) 

3 

 

(RWPP 
Guideline 

Priorities  4, 5) 

- To support work that Parks Victoria are doing to protect the 
High Plains 

- Contributing to previous investment (Dargo, Licola) 

Greater Mullein Verbascum thapsus 

Regionally Controlled 
(EGCMA) 
Restricted 
(WGCMA) 

3 

 

(RWPP 
Guideline 

Priorities  4, 5) 

- To support work that Parks Victoria are doing to protect the 
High Plains 

- Contributing to previous investment (Dargo, Licola) 
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Tutsan Hypericum androsaemum 
Regionally Controlled 
(WGCMA & EGCMA) 

3 

 

(RWPP 
Guideline 

Priorities  4, 5) 

- To support work that Parks Victoria are doing to protect the 
High Plains 

- Contributing to previous investment (Dargo, Licola) 

Chilean Needle-
grass 

Nassella neesiana 
Restricted 
(WGCMA & EGCMA) 

3 

 

(RWPP 
Guideline 

Priorities  3, 6, 
7) 

- To support the Dargo Landcare Group with their control 
program 

- Respond to Customer Requests in the Stratford/Briagolong 
area to provide support where landholders are undertaking 
work on private land 

- Contributing to previous investment (Dargo area, 
Stratford/Briagolong area) 

St John’s Wort Hypericum perforatum 
Regionally Controlled 
(WGCMA & EGCMA) 

4 

 

(RWPP 
Guideline 

Priorities  5, 6, 
7) 

- To contain satellite infestations, and new & emerging 
infestations as they are identified 

- Contributing to previous investment (Dargo, Licola, Giffard) 

Patterson’s Curse 
 

Echium plantagineum Regionally Controlled 
(WGCMA & EGCMA) 

4 

 

(RWPP 
Guideline 

Priorities  5, 6, 
7) 

- High threat weed to productive paddocks and EPBC listed 
Red Gum Grassy Woodland ecological community 

- To contain satellite infestations, and new & emerging 
infestations as they are identified 

- Contributing to previous investment (Sale, Wurruk) 

Broom (all exotic 
species) 

Various species 
Regionally Controlled 
(WGCMA & EGCMA) 

4 

 

(RWPP 
Guideline 

Priorities  5, 6, 
7) 

- High threat weed to coastal woodland areas 
- To contain satellite infestations, and new & emerging 

infestations as they are identified 
- Contributing to previous investment (Yarram, Sale) 
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Bridal Creeper Asparagus asparagoides 
Restricted 
(WGCMA & EGCMA) 

4 

 

(RWPP 
Guideline 

Priorities  5, 6, 
7) 

- High threat weed to EPBC listed Red Gum Grassy Woodland 
ecological community 

- To contain satellite infestations, and new & emerging 
infestations as they are identified 

- Contributing to previous investment (Munro, Briagolong, 
Sale, Longford, Yarram) 
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Table 2: Control Measures and Target Roadsides 
Outline control techniques and additional details. 
 

Common 
Name* 

Control Measures 
(to be based on accepted best practice 

management of the target species) 

Location of where works will be 
done 

(location of proposed works 
should be specified, and a map 

where possible should accompany 
the plan) 

 

Estimate of length 
of roadside to be 
treated annually 

over 3 years 
(Km = length of road along 

which both sides are 

treated. Where only one 

side is treated halve the 

figure) 

Approximate 
Annual Timing 
of Treatment 

 

Estimated 
Cost 

 
(indicative 
breakdown 
by funding 

source) 

Flax-leaved 
Broom 

- Spot spray application of a registered 
herbicide in accordance with product label 

- Cut-stump herbicide application as 
appropriate 

- Frews Rd, Meerlieu 
- Freemans Ln, Stratford 
- Rileys Rd, Stratford 
- Other new sites as identified 

within 5km buffer of EGCMA 
boundary. 

9km Spring 

$2,000 
 

($2,000 
RWPP) 

Prickly Pear 

- Spot spray application of a registered 
herbicide in accordance with product label 

- Stem injection of suitable herbicide as 
appropriate 

- Various locations within the 
Shire as identified 

- As directed by DEDJTR 
compliance program 

5km Autumn-Spring $3,000 
 

($3,000 
RWPP) 

Serrated 
Tussock 

- Spot spray application of a registered 
herbicide in accordance with product label 

- Avon River catchment 
- As directed by DEDJTR 

compliance program 

20km Early Spring $10,000 
 

($10,000 
RWPP) 

Gorse 

- Spot spray application of a registered 
herbicide in accordance with product label 

- Cut-stump herbicide application as 
appropriate 

- Rosedale 
- Yarram & 90 Mile Beach 

coastal plains  

500km Spring, Autumn $15,000 
 

($15,000 
RWPP) 



 
 

 

 

Roadside Weeds & Pests Program 
Control Plan 

10  

- Other new sites as identified 
within 5km buffer of EGCMA 
boundary 

- As directed by DEDJTR 
compliance program 

Boneseed 

- Spot spray application of a registered 
herbicide in accordance with product label 

- Cut-stump herbicide application as 
appropriate 

- Bombing Range Rd, Meerlieu 
- Other new sites as identified 

within 5km buffer of EGCMA 
boundary 

5km Spring-Summer $2,000 
 

($2,000 
RWPP) 

Blackberry 
- Spot spray application of a registered 

herbicide in accordance with product label 

- Macalister Irrigation District 
- Lower Thomson River, Lower 

Macalister River, Lake 
Wellington 

- Freestone Crk Rd, Briagolong 
- YYLN Jack & Albert River 

Restoration Project area 
- Other areas as requested and 

appropriate 

600-800km Summer 

$36,000 
 

($16,000 
RWPP, 
$20,000 
Council) 

African 
Lovegrass 

- Spot spray application of a registered 
herbicide in accordance with product label 

- Perry River catchment 
(WGCMA project) 

- Satellite infestations incl. 
Glenmaggie, Seaton, Maffra, 
Fulham, Yarram, Dargo. 

- Strategic Firebreaks 
- Core areas incl. Meerlieu, Perry 

Bridge, Munro, Stratford. 

800-1000km Spring, Autumn 

$23,500 
 

($9,000 
RWPP, 
$8,000 
Council, 
$6,500 
WGCMA) 

Rabbit 

- Warren fumigation 
- Mechanically destroy warrens where possible 
- Above-ground harbor removal where 

appropriate 

- In areas where community 
led rabbit control activities 
are planned/carried out for 
2019-2021 

30km Early Autumn 

$10,000 
 

($10,000 
RWPP) 
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African 
Boxthorn 

- Spot spray application of a registered 
herbicide in accordance with product label 

- Cut-stump herbicide application as 
appropriate 

- Lake Wellington 
- Macalister Irrigation District 
- Other areas as requested and 

appropriate 

50km Summer 

$6,252 
 

($4,252 
RWPP, 
$2,000 
Council) 

Thistles 
- Spot spray application of a registered 

herbicide in accordance with product label 
- Dargo 
- Licola/Glencairn 

50km Summer 

$1,500 
 

($1,500 
Council) 

Ox-eye 
Daisy 

- Spot spray application of a registered 
herbicide in accordance with product label 

- Dargo 
- Licola/Glencairn 

50km Summer 

$1,500 
 

($1,500 
Council) 

Greater 
Mullein 

- Spot spray application of a registered 
herbicide in accordance with product label 

- Dargo 
- Licola/Glencairn 

50km Summer 

$1,500 
 

($1,500 
Council) 

Tutsan 
- Spot spray application of a registered 

herbicide in accordance with product label 
- Dargo 
- Licola/Glencairn 

50km Summer 

$1,500 
 

($1,500 
Council) 

Chilean 
Needle-
grass 

- Spot spray application of a registered 
herbicide in accordance with product label 

- Dargo 
- Crooked Lane, Bushy Park 
- Stratford/Briagolong as 

identified 

30km 
Late Spring, 
Summer 

$3,000 
 

($3,000 
Council) 

St John’s 
Wort 

- Spot spray application of a registered 
herbicide in accordance with product label 

- Giffard 
- Dargo 
- Licola/Glencairn 

50km Summer 

$3,000 
 

($3,000 
Council) 

Patterson’s 
Curse 
 

- Spot spray application of a registered 
herbicide in accordance with product label 

- Isolated infestations as 
requested and appropriate 

20km Spring 
$2,000 
 



 
 

 

 

Roadside Weeds & Pests Program 
Control Plan 

12  

($2,000 
Council) 

Broom 
(all exotic 
species) 

- Application of a registered herbicide in 
accordance with product label 

- Isolated infestations as 
requested and appropriate 

20km Spring 

$2,000 
 

($2,000 
Council) 

Bridal 
Creeper 

- Application of a registered herbicide in 
accordance with product label 

- Isolated infestations as 
requested and appropriate 

20km Winter 

$2,000 
 

($2,000 
Council) 

* Where multiple noxious weeds are to be treated simultaneously in the same locations, only the most common weed species needs to be listed. 
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